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Dear Members 
of the World 
Apheresis 
Association,  
 
First of all, I would 
like to express my 
sincere thanks to 
the members of all 
of our societies for 
collaborating in my 
presidential 
continuum. As the 
president of the 
World Apheresis Association, it was my 
pleasure to have the opportunity to work 
with you. Honestly, everyone did their best, 
and the WAA has become one of the most 
influential apheresis organizations 
worldwide. 
 
As you know, the WAA was founded in 1986 
with seven member societies; by the year 
2020, I am honored to say that the WAA now 
represents 17 member societies as an 
international umbrella organization. We are 
glad to welcome two new member societies: 
the Uzbekistan Hematology and 
Transfusiology Association and the 
Hematological Rare Diseases Society from 
Turkey, which were approved as members 
during the WAA interim meeting in Portland, 
Oregon, USA.  
 
Today, the WAA is undoubtedly one of the 
most prestigious organizations in its field. 
For that, I am grateful to every single one of 
our member societies who have worked 
hard to become much better. Everyone 

under this umbrella of the WAA invigorates 
this organization. 
 
Our Worldwide Apheresis Registry 
In 2002, the WAA started a worldwide 
registry of therapeutic apheresis procedures. 
The WAA Registry is available for use by all 
member societies for data entry and 
analysis. As of today, over 80,000 
procedures in more than 20,000 patients are 
included in the database, and many 
publications in peer-reviewed literature have 
used this database. I would like all of you to 
encourage others to join this registry 
whenever possible. With a strong registry, 
the WAA can facilitate large scale studies, 
and could provide new insight into 
internationally used indications, treatments, 
and adverse events.  
 
Furthermore, I invite all 
our members to support 
the WAA journal, 
Transfusion and 
Apheresis Science, by 
sending their experiences 
and knowledge to 
increase international 
collaborations. 
 
As a president of the WAA, I’ve had the 
opportunity of working with you towards 
achieving our mutual goals. We have to 
establish facilities that enable us to 
exchange information on all aspects of 
apheresis worldwide. Most diseases we deal 
with in the field of therapeutic apheresis are 
rare. Therefore, in order to verify the 
efficacy of treatment approaches in large  
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The WAA, or in full words, the World Apheresis Association. To my eyes, the world is 
more than the North America’s and Western Europe. The world means Africa, Mid 
and South America, Asia, Australia and Eastern Europe, not only the high income 
countries, but also the low and middle income countries. It’s my pleasure to see 
that in the last few years more and more associations from middle income 
countries became members of WAA. Last year, Yayasan Laskar Aferesis Berbagi (an 
apheresis blood donor association) based in Jakarta, Indonesia became a member 
of the WAA. To my eye, this is an important development since apheresis not only 
involves patient apheresis but also donor apheresis. Donor apheresis involves the 
collection of CD34 or CD3 positive cells, but also plasma and platelet apheresis of 
the blood donor. Don’t forget that donor apheresis is overwhelming in number 
compared to therapeutic apheresis procedures, and plasmapheresis in donors is 
the most important source of plasma derived medication. 
 
There is a worldwide shortage of immunoglobulins and albumin. Together with an 
increased use in high income countries and substantially higher needs in middle 
and also in low income countries, globally many countries, including low and 
middle income countries, need to start or expand the collection of plasma by 
apheresis techniques, as said, donor apheresis is therefore important. 
 
 

hobby is sharing my knowledge of apheresis, blood banking and transfusion 
medicine with colleagues all over the world and using my knowledge to adapt the 
way of working in donor and patient care, with joy in working for clinicians and 
nurses. 
 

 

On September 2022, during the very successful and 
scientifically interesting 17th international congress of 
the World Apheresis Association, I took over the office 
of President of the WAA from Dr. Fevzi Altuntas. First of 
all, I’d like to thank Dr. Altuntas for his work as 
president, all his successful efforts to promote our 
association, and organization of the successful meeting 
in Istanbul in 2022. 
 
In my almost 40 years working in the field, I was so 
lucky to be able to make my hobby part of my work. 
Apheresis; apheresis in donors and patients. Another  
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Seventeen member-organizations of the WAA in 2020   (listed in alphabetical order) 
ASSOCIATION NAME     ACRONYM PRESIDENT  COUNTRY 
1. Associação Brasileira de Hematologia, Hemoterapia e Terapia Celular ABHH  Dima Dante Langhi Jr.  Brazil 
2. Asociación Mexicana de Medicina Transfusional A.C.  AMMTAC   Lucía Zamudio Godínez RN  Mexico 
3. American Society For Apheresis    ASFA  Laura Collins, RN   USA  
4. Canadian Apheresis Group     CAG  Gail Rock   Canada 
5. Chinese Society of Infectious Diseases    CSID  Guiqiang Wang  China 
6. European Society for Artificial Organs    ESAO  Piotr Ladyzynski   Europe 
7. European Society for Haemapheresis & Haemotherapy  ESFH  Miguel Lozano   Europe 
8. Hellenic Haemapheresis Society    HHS  Eirini Grapsa   Greece 
9. Hematological Rare Diseases Society     HRDS  Mehmet Ali Erkurt  Turkey 
10. Indian Society for Apheresis    ISA  Rakesh Srivastava   India 
11. International Society For Apheresis    ISFA  Andre Kaplan   International 
12. Korean Society for Apheresis    KSFA  Chae Seung Lim   Korea 
13. Philippine Society of Hematology and Blood Transfusion  PSHBT  Marilou A. Abiera  Philippines 
14. Société Francaise d’ Hémaphérèse    SFH  Farhad Heshmati   France 
15. Società Italiana di Emaferesi    SIdEM  Angelo Ostuni  Italy 
16. Turkish Society of Apheresis    TSA  Fatih Demirkan  Turkey 
17. The Association of Hematologists and Transfusiology of Uzbekistan   AHTU  Saidov Alonur Bakhtinurovich  Uzbekistan 

The WAA Board representative (Councilor) of each association, is listed on the left side of the front cover. 
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As we go to press near the end of this 
year and, because of Covid, many 
months after what was to be our 
publication date for distribution at the 
biannual meeting in April in Istanbul, 
we are delighted to bring you 
information from the member 
societies of the WAA. This newsletter 
has been sponsored by Terumo, one 
of the major corporations providing 
the sophisticated  devices that make 
our procedures possible. To them, 
many thanks! To all of you, Happy 
New Year—may we meet again in 
2021! 
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CONT’D Message from the President 

It’s a pleasure for me to announce that the 18th International Congress of the World Apheresis 
Association is going to be held on September 11-14, 2024 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. It will be a joint 
meeting of the WAA with the Faculty of Medicine, Universitas Gadjah Mada / Dr Sardjito Hospital 
Yogyakarta, the Indonesian Association of Clinical Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, the 
Indonesian Association of Transfusion Medicine, the Indonesian Association of Hematology and 
Blood Transfusion, Yayasan Laskar Apheresis Berbagi, the Indonesian Association of Neurology 
(TBC) and the Indonesian Association of Transplantation (TBC). At present, the scientific program is 
being organized by the Scientific Committee. Exciting, because this will be the first WAA meeting in 
the South-East Pacific region, since the 8th congress in Australia in 2000. An important part of the 
scientific program will cover donor apheresis and the clinical applications of the components 
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President WAA 
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ABOUT THE WORLD APHERESIS ASSOCIATION
The waa goals and PurPoses are

to provide an organizati on through which all• 

professional societi es dedicated to research and/or clinical practi ce in apheresis can communicate • 

and collaborate;

to foster global collaborati on in scienti fi c investi gati on, research, clinical applicati ons, educati on, and • 

exchange of informati on relati ng to apheresis and allied fi elds in clinical and laboratory medicine;

to facilitate the availability of safe and eff ecti ve apheresis techniques for the collecti on of donor cells • 

and plasma as well as the removal or modifi cati on of blood consti tuents in disease;

to encourage and advance high standards of administrati ve and technical performance in the fi eld of • 
apheresis;

to manage a worldwide registry of pati ents treated by therapeuti c apheresis.• 
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Dear Members 
of the World 
Apheresis 
Association,  
 
First of all, I would 
like to express my 
sincere thanks to 
the members of all 
of our societies for 
collaborating in my 
presidential 
continuum. As the 
president of the 
World Apheresis Association, it was my 
pleasure to have the opportunity to work 
with you. Honestly, everyone did their best, 
and the WAA has become one of the most 
influential apheresis organizations 
worldwide. 
 
As you know, the WAA was founded in 1986 
with seven member societies; by the year 
2020, I am honored to say that the WAA now 
represents 17 member societies as an 
international umbrella organization. We are 
glad to welcome two new member societies: 
the Uzbekistan Hematology and 
Transfusiology Association and the 
Hematological Rare Diseases Society from 
Turkey, which were approved as members 
during the WAA interim meeting in Portland, 
Oregon, USA.  
 
Today, the WAA is undoubtedly one of the 
most prestigious organizations in its field. 
For that, I am grateful to every single one of 
our member societies who have worked 
hard to become much better. Everyone 

under this umbrella of the WAA invigorates 
this organization. 
 
Our Worldwide Apheresis Registry 
In 2002, the WAA started a worldwide 
registry of therapeutic apheresis procedures. 
The WAA Registry is available for use by all 
member societies for data entry and 
analysis. As of today, over 80,000 
procedures in more than 20,000 patients are 
included in the database, and many 
publications in peer-reviewed literature have 
used this database. I would like all of you to 
encourage others to join this registry 
whenever possible. With a strong registry, 
the WAA can facilitate large scale studies, 
and could provide new insight into 
internationally used indications, treatments, 
and adverse events.  
 
Furthermore, I invite all 
our members to support 
the WAA journal, 
Transfusion and 
Apheresis Science, by 
sending their experiences 
and knowledge to 
increase international 
collaborations. 
 
As a president of the WAA, I’ve had the 
opportunity of working with you towards 
achieving our mutual goals. We have to 
establish facilities that enable us to 
exchange information on all aspects of 
apheresis worldwide. Most diseases we deal 
with in the field of therapeutic apheresis are 
rare. Therefore, in order to verify the 
efficacy of treatment approaches in large  
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The WAA-registry 
Bernd Stegmayr and Volker Wi� on behalf of the WAA-registry staff and pa�ents. 

The WAA-registry for apheresis was established in 2003 (1,2,3).Through the years more than 155 000 procedures 
have been entered for more than 23 000 pa�ents. 

Between the period 2018-2023 , including October, 28 centers have entered data of their procedures. In 41% of the 
procedures women were treated. During this period a total of 69,280 apheresis procedures were registered from the 
following countries: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Croa�a, Czech Republic, Germany, Lithuania, The Netherlands, 
Norway, South Africa, Suriname, Sweden and Turkey. 

The varia�on of aphesesis procedures has increased over the years. During recent years the data from the WAA was 
used to analyze and compare the outcome of pa�ents with an�-GBM disease, PR3-ANCA and MPO-ANCA disease 
with controls. Those data indicate that early TPE together with induc�on therapy helps in recovering the renal 
func�on of the pa�ents. The study also showed that the outcome differs between MPO-ANCA and PR3-ANCA 
indica�ng different gene�c condi�ons for the diseases, later shown in other studies, including sex-differences (4,5). 
The outcome emphasizes the benefit of the addi�on of TPE in the early phase of the diseases while the maintenance 
therapy needs to be sharpened to maintain the ini�al benefits of the combined immune- and TPE therapy. In 
addi�on, future analyses and studies may also differen�ate these diseases from each other. Therefore, interprita�on 
of the results from studies such as PEXIVAS (6) needs a nuanced perspec�ve. In another study of the WAA-data, ECPT 
therapy showed a significant improvement of the subjec�ve quality of life score as well as of the es�mate of 
func�onal capacity a�er approximately 7 procedures. However, the benefit  was best for those with lower scores at 
the beginning (7). In a recent publica�on, we showed that the overall risk for adverse events caused by apheresis 
had improved over �me, while the improvement seems to have leveled off during recent  years. Besides keeping an 
eye on the incidence of adverse events over �me and the recent rela�on to devices and diagnoses, our plans are to 
analyze neurological condi�ons and lipid apheresis data in the future.  

A more detailed version of this report will be published in our WAA journal, Transfusion and Apheresis Science, issue 
63.2. 
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The Laskar Apheresis Sharing Foundation is a community of 
voluntary platelet donors who want to help meet the platelet 
needs of cancer patients 
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WAA Membership Committee 2023 Report 
 

WAA Allied Health Activities 
 

Since our very successful XVIIth International Congress 
14-17 September 2022 in Istanbul, there have been 
no further societies recruited to membership in the 
World Apheresis Association.  
The Membership Committee anticipates that the 
upcoming XVIIIth  International Congress, to be held 
September 2024 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia will present 
an excellent opportunity to solicit membership 
interest on the part of national societies from 
Southeast Asia and Oceana.  
Robert Weinstein, MD 
 
 

 

 

  The WAA encourages the activities of our nurses and 
operators     without whose efforts we could not function.  
We invite our Allied Health members to let us hear from 
you both in the newsletter and our journal, Transfusion 
and Apheresis Science in the Listening Post section which 
was established in order to provide a forum for the 
exchange of information between members of the Allied 
Health   Community. Articles are most welcome and can 
be sent to waa@worldapheresis.org. 
Gail Rock, PhD, MD 
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Dear Colleagues of WAA, 

 

Due to the postponement of the ESFH meeting from 2020 to 2021 because of the pandemic, the next 

ESFH meeting was successfully held in 2022 together with the WAA Congress in Istanbul. Among others 

current topics such as CART cells, new treatment options for SCD, new indications in extracorporeal 

photopheresis like lung and heart transplantation and the possible medical aspects of blood component 

donation in single donor apheresis and their health significance and long-term consequences for the 

healthy donors were addressed.  

Thus we were able to keep the biannually character of the ESFH meetings 

We have also introduced educational webinars. Current topics will be presented. The aim is to reach 

colleagues in and outside of Europe and to update the current state of science to them. 

These will be held on a regular basis. 

In February 2023 the 1st webinar “an update on CART-cells” was successfully performed  

215 people registered to the live event and 118 people attended. On average, people viewed 69 

minutes of the event which is pretty good. 

The platform is now open for registered people to access on demand.   
 

Luca Pierelli, MD 

President of ESFH 

6  — World Apheresis Association NEWSLETTER  

 

 

 

Board of Directors: 

President:   Luca Pierelli (Italy) 

President elect:  Gerda Leitner (Austria) 

Past President:   Miquel Lozano (Spain) 

Treasurer:   Andreas Buser (Switzerland) 

Secretary:   Hans Vrielink (the Netherlands) 

Members:  Ingrid E.M. de Beer-Wekking (the Netherlands) 

 

Administrative assistant:  Prof. Margarete Grimus (margarete.grimus@aon.at) 

Web: http://esfh.eu 

 

Dear Colleagues of WAA, 

 

Due to the postponement of the ESFH meeting from 2020 to 2021 because of the pandemic, the next 

ESFH meeting was successfully held in 2022 together with the WAA Congress in Istanbul. Among others 

current topics such as CART cells, new treatment options for SCD, new indications in extracorporeal 

photopheresis like lung and heart transplantation and the possible medical aspects of blood component 

donation in single donor apheresis and their health significance and long-term consequences for the 

healthy donors were addressed.  

Thus we were able to keep the biannually character of the ESFH meetings 

We have also introduced educational webinars. Current topics will be presented. The aim is to reach 

colleagues in and outside of Europe and to update the current state of science to them. 

These will be held on a regular basis. 

In February 2023 the 1st webinar “an update on CART-cells” was successfully performed  

215 people registered to the live event and 118 people attended. On average, people viewed 69 

minutes of the event which is pretty good. 

The platform is now open for registered people to access on demand.   
 

Luca Pierelli, MD 

President of ESFH 

6  — World Apheresis Association NEWSLETTER  

6 — World Apheresis Associati on NEWSLETTER  • December 2023 



Dear Colleagues, 

The Korean Society for Apheresis (KSFA) is a 

society in South Korea that recognizes the value 

of apheresis and its specialized aspect within the 

field of transfusion medicine and cell therapy. 

Operating under The Korean Society of Blood 

Transfusion (KSBT), the KSFA held its inaugural 

symposium in February, 1999. The goals of the 

KSFA are to promote the exchange of academic 

expertise among colleagues in the field of 

apheresis, improve public health through 

advancements in apheresis techniques, 

utilization of apheresis blood products, support 

for solid organ and hematopoietic stem cell 

transplantations, and to facilitate the application 

of cell therapy.  

Currently, the KSFA has about 200 attending 

members from all over the country, including 

laboratory medical directors, physicians, 

laboratory technologists, nurses, researchers, 

among many dedicated individuals. The KSFA 

organizes annual symposiums featuring 

academic activities to foster better practice in 

apheresis, publication of education materials, 

international collaborations with other societies 

within the scope of the field. Through these 

activities, the KSFA aims to better serve the 

transfusion community and blood services by 

accomplishing advancements in the science of 

medicine. We welcome all opportunities to 

expand knowledge and exchange ideas, and it 

is our pleasure to introduce our society to the 

WAA. 

The upcoming KSFA symposium, the 24th 

Symposium of The Korean Society for Apheresis 

will be held on September 7th, 2023, in Seoul, 

Korea. The draft program is as follows. 

 

President, KSFA 

Young-Ae, Lim 

apheresis.or.kr 

 
Our Official Journal 

Transfusion And Apheresis Science 
Transfusion and Apherersis Science 

brings comprehensive and up-to-

date information to physicians and 

health care proffessionals involved in 

the rapidly changing fields of 

transfusion medicine, hemostasis 

and apheresis. The journal presents 

original articles relating to scientific 

and clinical studies in the areas of 

immunohematology, transfusion 

practice, bleeding and thrombotic 

disorders and both therapeutic and 

donor apheresis including 

hematopoietic stem cells. Topics covered include the collection and processing of 

blood, compatibility testing and guidelines for the use of blood products, as well as 

screening for and transmission of blood-borne diseases. All areas of apheresis – 

therapeutic and collection – are also addressed. We would like to specifically 

encourage allied health professionals in this area to submit manuscripts that relate to 

improved patient and donor care, technical aspects and educational issues.   

   

 

Current KSFA Board (2023-2024) 

President  

Young-Ae, Lim Ajou University 

Advisory Past President  

Chae-Seung, Lim Korea University 

Supervisor/Auditor  

Tae-Hyun, Um Inje University 

General Affairs Director  

Kyoung-Un, Park Seoul National University 

General Affairs Manager  

John Jeongseok, Yang Korea University 

Academic Affairs Director  

Duck, Cho Sungkyunkwan University 

Academic Affairs Manager  

Jong-Han, Lee Yonsei University 

Treasury Director  

Dae-Hyun, Ko University of Ulsan 

Planning Director  

Hyungsuk, Kim Seoul National University 
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Our Offi  cial Journal “Transfusion And Apheresis Science”
Transfusion and Apherersis Science brings comprehensive and up-to-date informati on
to physicians and health care proff essionals involved in the rapidly changing fi elds of 
transfusion medicine, hemostasis and apheresis. The journal presents original arti cles 
relati ng to scienti fi c and clinical studies in the areas of immunohematology, transfusion 
practi ce, bleeding and thromboti c disorders and both therapeuti c and donor apheresis 
including hematopoieti c stem cells. Topics covered include the collecti on and processing 
of blood, compati bility testi ng and guidelines for the use of blood products, as well 
as screening for and transmission of blood-borne diseases. All areas of apheresis – 
therapeuti c and collecti on – are also addressed. We would like to specifi cally encourage 
allied health professionals in this area to submit manuscripts that relate to improved 
pati ent and donor care, technical aspects and educati onal issues.

Dear colleagues,

The Korean Society for Apheresis (KSFA) is 
a society in South Korea that recognizes the 
value of apheresis and its specialized aspect 
within the fi eld of transfusion medicine and 
cell therapy. Operati ng under The Korean 
Society of Blood Transfusion (KSBT), the KSFA 
held its inaugural symposium in February, 
1999. The goals of the KSFA are to promote 
the exchange of academic experti se among 
colleagues in the fi eld of apheresis, improve 
public health through advancements in 
apheresis techniques, uti lizati on of apheresis 
blood products, support for solid organ and 
hematopoieti c stem cell transplantati ons, and 
to facilitate the applicati on of cell therapy.

Currently, the KSFA has about 200 att ending 
members from all over the country, including 
laboratory medical directors, physicians, 
laboratory technologists, nurses, researchers, 
among many dedicated individuals. The 
KSFA organizes annual symposiums featuring 
academic acti viti es to foster bett er practi ce in 
apheresis, publicati on of educati on materials, 
internati onal collaborati ons with other 
societi es within the scope of the fi eld.                                                                      Through 
these acti viti es, the KSFA aims to bett er serve the 
transfusion community and blood services by accomplishing advancements in the science of medicine. We welcome all 
opportuniti es to expand knowledge and exchange ideas, and it is our pleasure to introduce our society to the WAA.

The last KSFA symposium, the 24th Symposium of The Korean Society for Apheresis was held on September 7th, 2023, 
in Seoul, Korea.

President, kSfA , Young-Ae, Lim - apheresis.or.kr
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ASSOCIAÇÃO BRASILEIRA DE HEMATOLOGIA, HEMOTERAPIA E TERAPIA CELULAR 

www.abhh.org.br 

 

BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF HEMATOLOGY,  

HEMOTHERAPY AND CELL THERAPY 
 

ABOUT ABHH: 

 Non-profit Civil Association; 

 Scientific, Social and Cultural Character;  

 5.100 members 

 Congregates physicians devoted to the practice of hematology, blood transfusion, cell therapy and as well as 
other professionals in related fields. 

 

• e-Learning programs, webinars and podcats available in: www.abhh.org.br  

Publications: Hematology, Transfusion and Cell Therapy 

• Scientific journal 

• Impact factor: 2.1 

• Indexation: Wob of Science, PubMed Central, PubMed Medline, Scielo, Scopus Database, Lilacs, Extramed 

• Guidelines: 

• Chronic Myeloid Leukemia 

• Plasma Cell Disorders (Myeloma) 

• Thrombocytopenia: ITP, TTP, and aHUS 

• Sickle Cell Disease 

• Myelodysplastic Syndromes 

• Myeloproliferative Neoplasms 

• Acute Promyelocytic Leucemia 

• Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia 

• Transfusion Medicine 

• Aplastic Anemia 

• CAR-T CELL Therapy 

• Patient Blood Management 
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Dear Colleagues, 
 

The value of the apheresis treatment has been recognized in many fields of medicine. For this treatment to continue developing, it is imperative 
that we expand our knowledge of medicine, biology, and engineering in order to refine our tools and techniques. 
ISFA is the unique international society for apheresis mainly composed of individual members. Almost 700 members from all over the world have 
joined us since established. The main objective of ISFA is to disseminate on an international basis the most up-to-date apheresis technologies and 
their clinical applications so that all may benefit from the efforts of ISFA. ISFA has the subdivision in Europe, The European Group - International 
Society for Apheresis e.V. (E-ISFA). We have started to discuss the collaborative activity between ASFA. 

ISFA Congresses are to be held once every two years. Next congress, ISFA 2025 (ISFA 15th Congress), will be held 2025 in Bangkok, Thailand. 
The Congress President is Prof. Kriengsak Vareesangthip (Thailand). It will be held as a first joint congress with Thailand Society for Apheresis 
(TSFA). 
The Congresses will focus on Apheresis in Cardiology/Lipids, Immunology, Rheumatology, Neurology, Nephrology, Infectious Disease/Sepsis, 
Regulatory, Gastroenterology, Liver, and Dermatology. Additionally, we anticipate collaborating with other apheresis organizations to further 
advance the science and participants to the congress. We can work toward fulfilling the vision of medicine established by Hippocrates in the 5th 
century B.C. 
We sincerely invite you to join our congresses. 

 
Warm regards, 
 
K. Yamaji (Japan) President, ISFA 
 

ISFA Congresses &Congress           Presidents
1st Congress (1996.4)   Kyoto, Japan                         A. Yamamoto 
2nd Congress (1999.4)   Saarbrucken, Germany           R. Bambauer 
3rd Congress (2001.1)   Taipei, Taiwan   H. C. Chiu 
4th Congress (2003.10)  Nashville, USA   G. Siami 
5th Congress (2005.5)          Rostock, Germany   P. Schuff-Werner 
6th Congress (2007.3)           Yokohama, Japan   T. Akizawa 
7th Congress (2009.3)   Buenos Aires, Argentina  A. Kaplan 
8th Congress (2011.9）  Vienna, Austria   K.Derfer 
9th Congress (2013.5）  Hangzhou, China   L. Li 
10th Congress (2015.5)  Cancun, Mexico   P. Moriarty 
11th Congress (2017.5)  Copenhagen, Denmark   W. Szpirt 
12th Congress (2019.10)    Kyoto, Japan   Y. Endo 
13th Congress (2021.3)  Dresden, Germany / in Virtual          A. Kaplan 
14th Congress (2023.6)  Berlin, Germany   B. Hohenstein 
15th Congress (2025.7)  Bangkok, Thailand   K. Vareesangthip 

 
The Officers and the Board of Trustees 13th Term (2023-2025) 
President   K. Yamaji (Japan) 
President-elect    R. Balogun (USA)  
Immediate Past-President  B. Hohenstein (Germany) 
Congress President (15th Thailand) K. Vareesangthip (Thailand) 
Vice President   A. Sanchez (USA)  L. Rostaing (France)  M. Harada-Shiba (Japan) 
Secretary Treasurer           Y. Endo (Japan) 
Editor-in Chief   T. Akizawa (Japan) 
Regional Offices 

America:  P. Malchesky, P. Moriarty, A.Torloni 
Europe: W. Szpirt, V.Witt, W. Ramlow 
Pan-Pacific: T. Akizawa, H. Matsuo, K. Lin 

Board of Trustees 
America 
•P. Moriarty (USA) 
•J. Raval (USA) 
•K. Twombley (USA) 
•F. Siami (USA) 
•A. Torloni (USA) 
•T. Ueno (USA) 
•T. Fulop (USA) 
•D. Kiprov (USA) 
•A. Winkler (USA) 
•J. Winters (USA) 

Europe 
•W. Ramlow (Germany) 
•V. Schettler (Germany) 
•V. Witt (Austria) 
•J. Kielstein (Germany) 
•K. Derfler (Aus) 
•A. Sokolov (Russia) 
•A. Kronbichler (Germany) 
•W. Szpirt (Denmark) 
•R. Klingel (Germany) 

Pan-Pacific 
•K. Han (Korea) 
•N. Koga (Japan) 
•M. Mineshima (Japan) 
•L. Li (China) 
•N. Hanafusa (Japan) 
•T. Ito (Japan) 
•M. Kusaoi (Japan) 
•T. Asano (Japan) 
•S. Ogawa (Japan) 
•H. Ogata (Japan) 
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Board of TrusTees
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President    K. Yamaji (Japan)
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immediate Past-President   B. Hohenstein (Germany)
congress President (15th Thailand)  K. Vareesangthip (Thailand)
Vice President    A. Sanchez (USA) — L. Rostaing (France) — M. Harada-Shiba (Japan)
Secretary Treasurer   Y. Endo (Japan)
Editor-in chief    T. Akizawa (Japan)
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Pan-Pacific: 
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Dear colleagues,
The value of the apheresis treatment 
has been recognized in many fields 
of medicine. For this treatment to 
continue developing, it is imperative 
that we expand our knowledge of 
medicine, biology, and engineering 
in order to refine our tools and 
techniques. ISFA is the unique 
international society for apheresis 
mainly composed of individual 

NExT cONgRESS, 
iSfA 2025

 (iSfA 15Th cONgRESS), 
will Be held 

2025 
iN BANgkOk, ThAiLAND.

members. Almost 700 members 
from all over the world have joined 
us since established. The main 
objective of ISFA is to disseminate on 
an international basis the most up-
to-date apheresis technologies and 
their clinical applications so that all 
may benefit from the efforts of ISFA. 
ISFA has the subdivision in Europe, 
The European Group - International 
Society for Apheresis e.V. (E-ISFA). 

We have started to discuss the 
collaborative activity between ASFA. 
ISFA Congresses are to be held once 
every two years. Next congress, ISFA 
2025 (ISFA 15th Congress), will be 
held 2025 in Bangkok, Thailand. The 
Congress President is Prof. Kriengsak 
Vareesangthip (Thailand). It will be 
held as a first joint congress with 
Thailand Society for Apheresis (TSFA). 
The Congresses will focus on 
Apheresis in Cardiology/Lipids, 
Immunology, Rheumatology, 
Neurology, Nephrology, Infectious 
Disease/Sepsis, Regulatory, 
Gastroenterology, Liver, and 
Dermatology. Additionally, we 
anticipate collaborating with other 
apheresis organizations to further 
advance the science and participants 
to the congress. We can work toward 
fulfilling the vision of medicine 
established by Hippocrates in the 5th 

century B.C.

We sincerely invite you to join our 
congresses. Warm regards,

k. Yamaji (Japan) President, iSfA
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French Apheresis Society: Société Française d’Hémaphérèse (SFH) 
President: F. HESHMATI  
Councilor: O. HEQUET 
 
Past News: 

 The French Apheresis Society (SFH, our Society) congress took place in Paris from 9th 
to 10th November 2021, between the two largest Covid-19 waves. Due to the quality of 
the presentations, enhanced by a high participation rate, followed by many exchanges, 
and the presence of a large number of companies and laboratories, all involved in 
apheresis and transfusion, this congress was a success. 
 

 In 2023, our Society developed its own website, which includes an online discussion 
board, to exchange on clinical experiences and technical issues between practitioners 
and nurses involved in therapeutic apheresis and apheresis for blood donation. 
 

 In June 2023, the SFH organized a webinar about extracorporeal photochemotherapy 
(ECP) in solid organ transplantation. This successful webinar, directed by Dr. François 
Parquin, discussed the role of ECP to treat rejection or immune complications after 
kidney, heart and lung transplantation. Other webinars on therapeutic apheresis will be 
launched in 2024. 

Projects in 2023-2024:  

 Half of the board of our Society was renewed, and a new board was elected in June 
2023 as follows: F. Heshmati, S. Saheb, T. Kanouni, A. Huart, I. Segalen, F. Parquin, 
J.Y. Py, C. Barisien, C. Makowski, C. Regny, O. Moranne, S. Fichelson, R. Guillemain, 
H. Moussaoui and O. Hequet. The elections for a new SFH Committee of Directors 
including a new president, general secretary and treasurer will be held in October 2023. 
 

 In October-November 2024, the SFH will organize the national French Apheresis 
Society congress, which will take place in Nîmes. The program will gather the main 
concerns as blood donor and therapeutic apheresis (hematopoietic stem cell 
mobilization and collection, mononuclear cell collection for CAR T cells, transfusion, 
extracorporeal photochemotherapy, immunoadsorption and rheopheresis). This 
congress will also include apheresis nurses’ presentations, highlighting their 
involvement in the apheresis process. 
 

 

O. Hequet & F. Heshmati 

 

President : Olivier Hequet 
Vice –presidents : Jean-Yves Py and Samir Saheb 
General Secretary : François Parquin, and assistant : Isabelle Segalen 
Treasurer : Hanafi Moussaoui, and assistant : Serge Fichelson 
Register Administrator: Tarik Kanouni, and assistant : Caroline Regny 
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www.esao.org European Society for Artificial Organs (ESAO) !
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Dear All 
 
In 2021 we finally met again at the XX SIdEM National Congress in Rimini; the 
feedback has been positive both for participation and for the topics covered. We 
dealt with topics that have always characterized the activity of our scientific Society. 
During the congress the members of the new Board of Directors were elected: Angelo 
Ostuni (president), Alessandro Mazzoni (vice president), Michele Vacca (secretary), 
Anna Colpo (treasurer), Vanessa Agostini, Giovanni Crovetti, Ornella Iuliani, Anna 
Michelotti, Maria Beatrice Rondinelli (councillors). Patrizia Accorsi is past-president. 
Scientific Committee: Carlo Antozzi, Giustina De Silvestro, Mauro Montanari, 
Francesco Lanza. Chiara Savignano is coordinator of the regional delegates. Alberto 
Zanella is honorary president. 
The year 2021 was characterized, like 2020, by the Covid-19 pandemic; 
nevertheless, before the Congress, we organized free CME webinars, which were 
attended by many participants (up to 500 in the case of PBM): "News in 
immunohaematology", June 2021; "HSC collection in the Covid era", March 2021; 
"Innovative aspects on patient blood management", February 2021; "Inactivation of 
platelet concentrates: updates", June 2021 (in collaboration with SIMTI). 
Asynchronous FAD "Gene therapy - cell manipulation - therapeutic apheresis in 
transplantology". SIdEM is increasingly involved in institutional working groups with 
CNS-CNT-IBMDR.  
Our goal is to stimulate the discussion trying to promote scientific culture. In 2022 we 
want to be protagonists, with the support and participation of all, organizing 
interregional events with the support of the Companies whose collaboration is 
essential:  
- two inter-regional events per geographical area (north - center - south) to discuss 
productive apheresis, application of therapeutic apheresis in red blood cell 
pathologies, extracorporeal photopheresis, production and manipulation of 
lymphocytes for cell therapy;  
- itinerant inter-society events for continuous updating on patient blood management; 
- national conference on plasma-derived medicinal products.  
The goal is to encourage participation, involving all professionals working in the field 
of apheresis and beyond, aware that interdisciplinarity is an essential element for the 
performance of quality health care, based on EBM, for the treatment of patients. 
website http://www.emaferesi.it (Members area) 
 

 
 

Angelo Ostuni 
Presidente SIdEM 
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Presidente onorario
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SIdEM (Italian Society of Hemapheresis and Cell Manipulati on) is an organizati on of 
physicians and health professionals whose mission is to develop knowledge in apheresis 
in the interest of pati ents, donors, and providers through educati onal programs, evidence-
based practi ce, and research. The main objecti ve of SIdEM is to provide apheresis 
operators the opportunity to learn more about specifi c topics new developments and 
new applicati ons in the fi eld of therapeuti c apheresis and cell therapy. In additi on, SIdEM 
is committ ed to spreading the concepts of good clinical practi ce, parti cularly on Pati ent 
Blood Management (PBM) and appropriateness in the use of plasmaderived
medicinal products.

During 2022, we experimented with a diff erent mode of educati onal acti viti es off erings by 
organizing six interregional, single-topic and interacti ve residenti al events:

producti ve apheresis and therapeuti c apheresis in the treatment of red blood cell • 
diseases (3 editi ons);
extracorporeal photopheresis best practi ce and producti on-manipulati on of • 
lymphocytes for cell therapy (3 editi ons);
appropriateness of the use of plasma-derived medicinal products, parti cularly of • 
Immunoglobulin; SIdEM contributed to the publicati on by AIFA and CNS of the 
"Guideline Document on the Use of Human Immunogloblulins in Shortage Conditi ons."

A producti ve collaborati on was initi ated with other scienti fi c societi es (SIAARTI, ACOI, 
SIMM, ANMDO) for the disseminati on and applicati on of PBM in Italian healthcare 
faciliti es. This collaborati on led to the creati on of the fi rst PBM Working Party (June 2023) 
and a survey on the same topic was carried out in collaborati on with the ACOI. 

Furthermore, the Italian Register of Therapeuti c Apheresis, 2021 was published 
(TransfusApher Sci. 2023 Jun;62(3):103652. doi: 10.1016/j.transci.2023.103652).
Members of the Council have acti vely parti cipated in the dra� ing of two nati onal 
documents of parti cular importance in the fi eld of stem cell transplantati on:

"Criteria for donor selecti on of hematopoieti c stem cells."• 
"Defi niti on of minimum organizati onal, structural and technological requirements • 
and accreditati on guidelines for faciliti es affi  liated with the hematopoieti c stem cell 
transplantati on (HSC) program."

In October 2023, the XXI nati onal congress, XXV course for nurses and technicians was 
held in Pescara, Italy, where the new board of directors was elected. The program is on the 
society's website (htt p://www.emaferesi.it).
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SIdEM (Italian Society of Hemapheresis and Cell Manipulation) is an organization of physicians and 

health professionals whose mission is to develop knowledge in apheresis in the interest of patients, 

donors, and providers through educational programs, evidence-based practice, and research.  

The main objective of SI M is to provide apheresis operators the opportunity to learn more 

about specific topics new developments and new applications in the field of therapeutic 

apheresis and cell therapy. In addition, SIdEM is committed to 
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18th internati onal 
congress of the 
World Apheresis Associati on
Yogyakarta, indonesia. 
September 11th-14th, 2024

                    World Apheresis Associati on NEWSLETTER  • December 2023 — 11 



 
 

          29.7.2023 
 
 

 

An overview of Apheresis in Israel 2022 
 

Donor and therapeutic Apheresis procedures are performed in many Israeli hospitals according 
to accepted international guidelines and standard oprating procedures.  
A survey was sent to all blood services, apheresis institutes and blood banks in order to 
determine the type and number of procedures performed in 2022. 
Responses were received from 16 hospitals and from Magen David Adom  
the National Blood Services (MDA-NBS). In addition to donor apheresis procedures MDA-NBS 
provides therapeutic plasmapheresis services to small and medium size hospitals in which 
therapeutic plasmapheresis is not available. 
Ten hospitals and MDA-NBS have provided data on their apheresis activities, 6 additional 
hospitals do not perform apheresis activities presently, of which 2 plan to implement therapeutic 
apheresis in the near future. Table 1 summarizes the collected data, yet it does not represent the 
full spectrum of apheresis procedures in Israel as data was not obtained from 2 tertiary hospitals 
and 1 pediatric hospital. Furthermore in 2 large hospitals which responded to the survey, 
therapeutic apheresis and stem cell collection are performed in other departments, therefore 
this data was not available. 
 
Summary:  Therapeutic apheresis is available in many hospitals in Israel and more than 2,621 
procedures were performed in 2022. According to this survey 1,151 extracorporeal 
photopheresis were performed, and it is the second most common apheresis procedure 
performed by 2 centers. LDL Apheresis (352 procedures in 3 centers) and RBC exchange (107 
procedures in 1 center) are less common and therapeutic leukapheresis is rarely required (10 
procedures in 2 centers).  
Donor apheresis procedures are mainly performed by large tertiary hospitals and by the MDA-
NBS. 
The limitation of this data set stems from missing data both for therapeutic apheresis and 
especially for collections for Hematopoietic Stem Cells and CAR-T. 

 
Table 1: Therapeutic and Donor Apheresis Data 
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Donor and therapeuti c Apheresis procedures are performed in many Israeli hospitals according 
to accepted internati onal guidelines and standard oprati ng procedures. A survey was sent to all 
blood services, apheresis insti tutes and blood banks in order to determine the type and number of 
procedures performed in 2022. Responses were received from 16 hospitals and from Magen David 
Adom the Nati onal Blood Services (MDA-NBS). In additi on to donor apheresis procedures MDA-
NBS provides therapeuti c plasmapheresis services to small and medium size hospitals in which 
therapeuti c plasmapheresis is not available. Ten hospitals and MDA-NBS have provided data on their 
apheresis acti viti es, 6 additi onal hospitals do not perform apheresis acti viti es presently, of which 
2 plan to implement therapeuti c apheresis in the near future. Table 1 summarizes the collected 
data, yet it does not represent the full spectrum of apheresis procedures in Israel as data was not 
obtained from 2 terti ary hospitals and 1 pediatric hospital. Furthermore in 2 large hospitals which 
responded to the survey, therapeuti c apheresis and stem cell collecti on are performed in other 
departments, therefore this data was not available. 

Summary: Therapeuti c apheresis is available in many hospitals in Israel and more than 2,621 
procedures were performed in 2022. According to this survey 1,151 extracorporeal photopheresis 
were performed, and it is the second most common apheresis procedure performed by 2 centers. 
LDL Apheresis (352 procedures in 3 centers) and RBC exchange (107 procedures in 1 center) are 
less common and therapeuti c leukapheresis is rarely required (10 procedures in 2 centers). Donor 
apheresis procedures are mainly performed by large terti ary hospitals and by the MDA-NBS. 

The limitati on of this data set stems from missing data both for therapeuti c apheresis and especially 
for collecti ons for Hematopoieti c Stem Cells and CAR-T.

An overview of Apheresis in Israel 2022 
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The 49th ESAO Congress was organized by the 
University of Bergamo, Mario Negri Insti tute, 
the Bergamo Hospital and the Politecnico 
of Milano. The scienti fi c program included 
topics such as apheresis and adsorpti on, 
bioprinti ng and additi ve technology, 
biomaterials and ti ssue engineering, blood 
compati bility, arti fi cial kidney and liver, 
heart support mechanical systems as well 
as organs-on-a-chip. The ESAO presented 
several awards during the congress, 
including three poster prizes, the ESAO PhD 
Award, the ESAO SAGE Research Award, as 
well as the yESAO Exchange Award.

www.esao.org European Society for Artificial Organs (ESAO) 

ESAO conferences 2024 and 2025
The ESAO Conferences 2024 and 2025 will take place in Aachen, Germany, and 
in Enschede, The Netherlands, respecti vely. The exact dates will be announced 

at the ESAO website in due course.

European Society for Arti fi cial Organs (ESAO)

President:
V.Weber, Krems, Austria

Past President:
P.Ladyzynski,Warsaw, Poland

President Elect:
U.Steinseifer, Aachen, Germany

Secretary general:
P.M. Bapti sta, Zaragoza, Spain

Treasurer:
T.Verbelen, Leuven, Belgium

honorary President:
H.Klinkmann, Rostock, Germany

honorary Board member:
S.Stefoni, Bologna, Italy

governors: 
M.Granegger, Berlin, Germany
S.Jansen, Aachen, Germany U.
Kertzscher, Berlin, Germany T.
Lenarz, Hannover, Germany A.
Molteni, London, UK
M.Muller, Hannover, Germany
N.M. Neves, Guimaraes,Portugal
S.J. Sonntag, Munich, Germany
D.Stamati alis, Twente,Netherlands 
K. Zielinski, Warsaw, Poland

coopted Board members: 
T. Groth, Halle/Saale, Germany 
C.Legallais, Compiegne, France J.
Schmitt o, Hannover, Germany

www.esao.org
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Transfusion and Apheresis Science brings comprehensive and up-to-
date informa� on to physicians and health care professionals involved 
in the rapidly changing fi elds of 
transfusion medicine, hemostasis 
and apheresis. The journal presents 
original ar� cles rela� ng to scien� fi c 
and clinical studies in the areas of 
immunohematology, transfusion 
prac� ce, bleeding and thrombo� c 
disorders and both therapeu� c 
and donor apheresis including 
hematopoie� c stem cells. Topics 
covered include the collec� on and 
processing of blood, compa� bility 
tes� ng and guidelines for the use of blood products, as well as screening 
for and transmission of blood-borne diseases. All areas of apheresis 
- therapeu� c and collec� on - are also addressed. We would like to 
specifi cally encourage allied health professionals in this area to submit 
manuscripts that relate to improved pa� ent and donor care, technical 
aspects and educa� onal issues. 

Transfusion and Apheresis Science - Journal - Elsevier
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The “Listening Post” is a regular, special 
section, published in each issue of 
Transfusion and Apheresis Science.  It 
contains articles by and for Apheresis 
Nurses around the world.   
 
We invite you to send us your articles! 
Please contact:  
Listening Post Editor, Christine Fernandez 
Email: waa@worldapheresis.org 

Recent Listening Post titles: 
 
 Apheresis Education: One Center Curriculum Design Experience 
 Rupture of the Stem Cell Bag Before Stem Cell Infusion: Evolving 

Standard Operating Procedures  
 Advantages of Joining a Professional Apheresis Organization 
 Adrift in the World of Therapeutic Apheresis: One Center’s 

Experience in Using Arterio-Venous Fistulas during Apheresis 
Procedures 

 A Message from the World Apheresis Association Allied Health 
Representative 2016 – 2018 

 The American Society for Apheresis (ASFA) is pleased to offer a 
Qualification in Apheresis (QIA) in partnership with The Board of 
Certification (BOC) of the American Society for Clinical Pathology 
(ASCP). 

 One Centre Experience with Implementing Extracorporeal 
Photopheresis in a Pediatric Setting  

One of the ways that the World Apheresis Association meets 
its goals  is through the exchange of scientific information 
through our official journal, Transfusion and Apheresis 
Science. 
 
Transfusion and Apheresis Science is the official journal of the 
World Apheresis Association (WAA) and of three of the  
WAA Member-Societies including: 
 European Society for Haemapheresis (ESFH) 
 Società Italiana Di Emaferesi e Manipolazione 
 Cellulare (SIDEM)  
 Turkish Society of Apheresis (TSA) 

Co Editors-in-Chief: 
 Gail A. Rock, PhD,  MD, FRCP 
 Ravindra Sarode, MD 
 
Senior Editors: 
 Fevzi Altuntas, MD, Ankara, 

Turkey 
 Joan Cid, MD, PhD, Barcelona, 

Catalonia, Spain 
 Mehraboon Irani, MD, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA 
 Francesco Lanza, MD, Ravenna, Italy 

 
 

 Highlights of important developments in apheresis  

 Up-to-date news from member Societies  

 Announcements of new member societies  

 Details of upcoming meetings and events 

 Promotes the exchange of information 

 Includes lists of officers and executive boards   
 Offers a networking opportunity for apheresis 
physicians and practitioners world-wide 

  

This newsletter has been sponsored by Terumo, one 
of the major corporations providing the sophisticated  
devices that make our procedures possible.  
 
To them, many thanks! To all of you, Happy New 
Year—may we meet again in 2021! 

This newsle� er has been sponsored by TERUMO, a major corpora� on providing the 

sophis� cated devices that make our procedures possible. 

To them, many thanks! To all of you, Best Wishes—may we meet again in 2022!
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The Canadian Apheresis Group, (CAG), held its 43rd annual mee�ng this year in September in Toronto. It was well a�ended with 
close to 100 physicians and nurses at the two day mee�ng held over the weekend of September 14. Invited speakers and our own 
members presented on a wide variety of topics ranging from plasma exchange procedures to CAR T cell ac�vi�es. 

As usual, to establish a pla�orm for discussion, we reviewed the na�onal data on our apheresis procedures obtained from our 
computerized data system which is in place in all of our par�cipa�ng hospitals. Each year, prior to the mee�ng, the informa�on 
from the database is sent to six different physicians each of whom serves at the lead on a therapeu�c sec�on and whose 
responsibility it is to analyse, review the data and report at our annual mee�ng. 

This past year our na�onal data showed that our 42 par�cipa�ng apheresis sites carried out more than 21,000 procedures in total, 
of which approximately 12,000 involved plasma exchange. The greatest number of these were for myasthenia gravis (1881), TTP 
(1256) and CIDP (682). Addi�onally, 2080 photopheresis procedures were done and there were 2496 stem cell collec�ons. 

It is during these sessions in which we examine our own ac�vi�es, that we have o�en decided on a specific project or the need 
for a RCT in a certain area. At the September mee�ng it was announced that the second pa�ent had been entered into our latest 
na�onal study which is designed to assess the effects of plasma exchange in sep�c shock. This study, called Plexsis, has been 
several years in the planning and is designed to begin as a pilot study to recruit 80 pa�ents in 8 Canadian sites, with the inten�on 
to broaden this considerably a�er gathering data from the pilot. 

This study will be run out of Winnipeg, Manitoba with Dr. Emily Rimmer, a hematologist and Dr. Ryan Zarychanski, an intensivist 
as co-principal inves�gators. The funding has been made available to date from the Department of Internal Medicine (U of M), 
Winnipeg HSC Founda�on and CIHR. Both clinical response and laboratory markers including A0AMTS-13 levels will be measured 
during the study. 

It is intended that further funding will be pursued to enable expansion of the study beyond the pilot  phase. Inten�ons are to have 
interna�onal par�cipa�on in a phase 3 randomized trial in order to accrue a large number of pa�ents in a reasonably short period 
of �me. Anyone interested in more informa�on on this study should contact Dr. Zarychanski at rzarychanski@cancercare.mb.ca.  

This year has brought several changes to our group including the expansion of our planning group or execu�ve. 
Historically, the membership of this group was derived from those with an early interest in apheresis and based on a 
regional, parliamentary-like, selec�on. This is because, in our long, large country, which is broken up into provinces 
which determine medical funding, medical prac�ce is not the same in all areas although it is becoming more cohesive 
in recent years. S�ll, it is felt that, by having regional representa�ves from all areas of the country on the execu�ve, 
the board can best serve the needs of our diverse popula�on. We are contempla�ng further opera�onal changes in 
the future as we look to the challenges ahead and the con�nued growth of apheresis applica�ons.  
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The Canadian Apheresis Group, (CAG), held its 43rd annual meeti ng this year in September in Toronto. It was well att ended 
with close to 100 physicians and nurses at the two day meeti ng held over the weekend of September 14. Invited speakers 
and our own members presented on a wide variety of topics ranging from plasma exchange procedures to CAR T cell 
acti viti es.

As usual, to establish a pla� orm for discussion, we reviewed the nati onal data on our apheresis procedures obtained from 
our computerized data system which is in place in all of our parti cipati ng hospitals. Each year, prior to the meeti ng, the 
informati on from the database is sent to six diff erent physicians each of whom serves at the lead on a therapeuti c secti on 
and whose responsibility it is to analyse, review the data and report at our annual meeti ng.
This past year our nati onal data showed that our 42 parti cipati ng apheresis sites carried out more than 21,000 procedures 
in total, of which approximately 12,000 involved plasma exchange. The greatest number of these were for myasthenia 
gravis (1881), TTP (1256) and CIDP (682). Additi onally, 2080 photopheresis procedures were done and there were 2496 
stem cell collecti ons.

It is during these sessions in which we examine our own acti viti es, that we have o� en decided on a specifi c project or the 
need for a RCT in a certain area. At the September meeti ng it was announced that the second pati ent had been entered 
into our latest nati onal study which is designed to assess the eff ects of plasma exchange in septi c shock. This study, called 
Plexsis, has been several years in the planning and is designed to begin as a pilot study to recruit 80 pati ents in 8 Canadian 
sites, with the intenti on to broaden this considerably a� er gathering data from the pilot.

This study will be run out of Winnipeg, Manitoba with Dr. Emily Rimmer, a hematologist and Dr. Ryan Zarychanski, an 
intensivist as co-principal investi gators. The funding has been made available to date from the Department of Internal 
Medicine (U of M), Winnipeg HSC Foundati on and CIHR. Both clinical response and laboratory markers including A0AMTS-
13 levels will be measured during the study.

It is intended that further funding will be pursued to enable expansion of the study beyond the pilot phase. Intenti ons 
are to have internati onal parti cipati on in a phase 3 randomized trial in order to accrue a large number of pati ents in a 
reasonably short period of ti me. Anyone interested in more informati on on this study should contact Dr. Zarychanski at 
rzarychanski@cancercare.mb.ca.

This year has brought several changes to our group including the expansion of our planning group or executi ve. Historically, 
the membership of this group was derived from those with an early interest in apheresis and based on a regional, 
parliamentary-like, selecti on. This is because, in our long, large country, which is broken up into provinces which determine 
medical funding, medical practi ce is not the same in all areas although it is becoming more cohesive in recent years. Sti ll, 
it is felt that, by having regional representati ves from all areas of the country on the executi ve, the board can best serve 
the needs of our diverse populati on. We are contemplati ng further operati onal changes in the future as we look to the 
challenges ahead and the conti nued growth of apheresis applicati on
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as co-principal inves�gators. The funding has been made available to date from the Department of Internal Medicine (U of M), 
Winnipeg HSC Founda�on and CIHR. Both clinical response and laboratory markers including A0AMTS-13 levels will be measured 
during the study. 

It is intended that further funding will be pursued to enable expansion of the study beyond the pilot  phase. Inten�ons are to have 
interna�onal par�cipa�on in a phase 3 randomized trial in order to accrue a large number of pa�ents in a reasonably short period 
of �me. Anyone interested in more informa�on on this study should contact Dr. Zarychanski at rzarychanski@cancercare.mb.ca.  

This year has brought several changes to our group including the expansion of our planning group or execu�ve. 
Historically, the membership of this group was derived from those with an early interest in apheresis and based on a 
regional, parliamentary-like, selec�on. This is because, in our long, large country, which is broken up into provinces 
which determine medical funding, medical prac�ce is not the same in all areas although it is becoming more cohesive 
in recent years. S�ll, it is felt that, by having regional representa�ves from all areas of the country on the execu�ve, 
the board can best serve the needs of our diverse popula�on. We are contempla�ng further opera�onal changes in 
the future as we look to the challenges ahead and the con�nued growth of apheresis applica�ons.  
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ASFA New Board of 
 Directors and 
Officers 
 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
We are pleased to have successfully held our 44th Annual Meeting from April 26 – 28, 2023. 
 
This year, we brought back the Apheresis Review Session, which provided a basic overview of 
the theory and applications of apheresis medicine. The session was enjoyed by 80 attendees.  
 
The meeting had an outstanding program with a special focus on Apheresis Research, 
Resources, and Apheresis Registries. The Annual Meeting hosted over 450 registered 
delegates, exhibitors and other corporate representatives from 17 countries.  
 
Breakfast with the Experts also returned, where delegates had breakfast and took part in 
roundtable discussions with experts of 26 unique apheresis topics. 
 
ASFA is also pleased to announce our 2023 Society Award Winners at the ASFA Annual 
Meeting.  Congratulations to the Presidential Award recipient, YanYun Wu, MD, PhD, Lecturer 
Award recipients, Nancy Dunbar, MD and Volker Witt, MD, SHS Award recipient, Antonia 
Hagen-Coonradt, BSB/MG, and Francis S. Morrison, MD Memorial Lecture Award recipient, 
Joseph Schwartz, MD, MPH. New Board of Directors and Officers were also elected at the 
ASFA 2023 Annual Business Meeting. 
  
On-demand sessions were available through the virtual platform until November 15, 2023. 
More information: https://www.apheresis.org/page/2023 
 
Other activities to share: 

 ASFA presented the Ninth Edition of the JCA Special Issue. After more than 2 years 
of engaging collaborative work, and rigorous critical review, this edition discusses 
91 fact sheets for therapeutic apheresis diseases and medical conditions, with 166 
indications, which are separately graded and categorized within the listed fact 
sheets. ASFA members can access the Special Issue free of charge, using the JCA 
Online Access. More information: 
https://www.apheresis.org/page/JCA_Online_Access. 

 On June 21st, 2023, ASFA held a webinar in support of World Sickle Cell Day 2023. A 
recording of the webinar is available to ASFA members. More information: 
https://www.apheresis.org/page/webinars. 

 Our annual Apheresis Awareness Day was celebrated on Tuesday, September 19th, 
2023. More information: https://www.apheresis.org/page/AAD2023. 

 The 2024 ASFA Annual Meeting is scheduled to take place April 17 – 19, 2024 in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. More information: https://www.apheresis.org/page/2024.  

 Apheresis Qualification: ASFA, in partnership with the American Society for Clinical 
Pathology (ASCP) Board of Certification (BOC), previously launched an apheresis 
qualification called ‘Qualification in Apheresis (QIA)’. As of February 28, 2023, we 
have 233 apheresis professionals with this qualification. More information: 
www.apheresis.org/QIA. 

 ASFA published the Principles of Apheresis Technology – 7th Edition (2020). This 
textbook provides a basic overview of the theory and application of apheresis. 
More information: www.apheresis.org/PAT. 
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This newsle� er has been sponsored by TeruMo, a major corporati on providing the 

sophisti cated devices that make our procedures possible. 

To them, many thanks! To all of you, Best Wishes—may we meet again in 2024!

This issue is BroughT To You BY

18th CONGRESS OF THE WORLD APHERESIS ASSOCIATION 

Dear colleagues, 

We are thrilled to announce the upcoming event that will undoubtedly shape the future of apheresis 
technology and practices. Mark your calendars for the 18th International Conference of the World 
Apheresis Association, set to be held in the breathtaking city of Yogyakarta, Indonesia from September 
11-14, 2024. 

As professionals dedicated to the advancement of apheresis, your presence at this prestigious gathering 
is vital for exchanging knowledge, sharing experiences, and fostering collaborations that will redefine the 
way we approach this critical field. We urge you to seize this opportunity to be a part of a global gathering 
of like-minded professionals. Save the date, and stay tuned for further updates regarding registration and 
program details. Join us in Yogyakarta in September 2024 and be part of this transformative conference 
that will shape the future of apheresis.  

We look forward to welcoming you to Indonesia!  

Local Organising Committee 

 

The 18th WAA international meeting will be a joint 
meeting with the Faculty of Medicine, Universitas 
Gadjah Mada / Dr Sardjito Hospital Yogyakarta, the 
Indonesian Association of Clinical Pathology and 
Labaratory Medicine, the Indonesian Association of 
Transfusion Medicine, the Indonesian Association of Hematology and Blood Transfusion, Yayasan Laskar 
Berbagi, the Indonesian Assosiation of Neurology (TBC),the Indonesian Association of Transplantation 
(TBC), and the World Apheresis Association.  
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